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The International Satellite & Communications exchange (ISCe) Conference and Expo is the premier West Coast annual event that highlights the innovation and use of satellite technologies and services in the global commercial, government and military sectors.  The event, billed as the place “where innovative satellite technologies and business meet,” will be held August 18-21, 2003 at the Long Beach Convention Center in Long Beach, California.
Conference Keynotes

Kicking off ISCe 2003 will be a keynote on “Politics and Economics: Shaping the Need for Satellite Services and Technologies,” providing a close look at the role of the new Department of Homeland Security and its effects on today’s political and economic climates, specifically in relation to the satellite industry and its many stakeholders.  This presentation will set the stage for many of the subsequent sessions, providing attendees with a broad view of the challenges and opportunities facing the industry in this changing international marketplace as well as deeper insights into the implications for governments and militaries navigating the rapidly evolving landscape to achieve global assurance.

On the second full day of the conference, the keynote session will bring together top executives from some of the world’s most experienced satellite operators to discuss and debate the topic, “Growth and Momentum:  Key Drivers for the 21st Century.”   The outlook for the satellite industry is starting to look a little brighter, with continuing technology advancements, increased government spending, and signs of a possible recovery in the telecommunications sector.  In a discussion moderated by DK Sachdev, president of SpaceTel Consultancy and COO of Nirvano Technologies, the distinguished panel will outline strategies for moving the industry forward and realizing maximum short and long-term benefits.  Confirmed participants include Dr. Carson Agnew, president and COO of Mobile Satellite Ventures; Patrick DeWitt, president and COO of Space Systems Loral; Dean Olmstead, president and CEO of SES Americom; and Ramu Potarazu, president and COO of Intelsat.  

The final keynote session of ISCe 2003 will feature a lively discussion among leading global competitors, including: Yousuf Al Sayed, CEO of Thuraya Satellite Telecommunications; Ted Gavrilis, president of Lockheed Martin Commercial Space Systems; Tom Eaton, president of G2 Satellite Solutions and executive vice president of sales and marketing for PanAmSat; and Ramu Potarazu, president and COO of Intelsat.  These are the individuals responsible for leading their companies out of the current downturn and positioning them for financial success.  Last year, many satellite operators pursued this objective through consolidation.  The question remains, though, whether strategic alliances and M&A activities are purely survival tactics in a stagnant market or visionary profitability strategies.  In “Survive and Thrive:  Global Alliance Strategies and Tactics for the Satellite Industry,” attendees will gain an inside look into how some of the industry’s top executives address issues such as the viability of regional operators, opportunities for new satellite communications companies, and imperatives for established players to forge the right relationships while retaining optimum independence.  This can’t-miss panel will be moderated by Dr. Gerhard Franz, president of AG Franz Associates.

Areas of Focus

ISCe is an event designed to provide valuable information and networking opportunities for professionals across the satellite industry.  Many of the sessions are appropriate for a broad audience interested in general industry trends and overall policy and regulatory issues.  Select sessions are geared to specific segments, including: Commercial/consumer technologies, services and applications; Government/military technologies, services and applications; Information, communication and telecom; Broadcasting; and Navigation, imaging and remote sensing.

A sampling of ISCe 2003 sessions, led by top experts and executives in their respective fields, includes:

· “Bringing Broadband to Life:  How Does Satellite Compete?” – An insightful conversation about the advancement of satellite Internet technologies, potential cost-reducing breakthroughs, and the role these broadband services can play in the consumer and business markets.  

· “Which Way Do We Go?:  Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) and the Spectrum Debate” – A discussion of issues including a European proposal to overlay signals from Galileo’s Public Regulated Service on part of the new GPS military code, efforts by proponents of ultra-wideband (UWB) technology for unlicensed transmission across GNSS bands, and continuing concerns about out-of-band interference from mobile satellite service (MSS) broadcasts. 
· “Access Hollywood: Satellite Broadcasting and Entertainment in the Digital Age” – A must-see session for anyone interested in emerging opportunities such as satellite radio, digital cinema, and in-flight systems and those following the growing debate about content protection and secure delivery platforms in the digital age. 

· “What’s Going Out?: Improvements and Imperatives in Export Control” – An honest look at the pressing concerns facing U.S. satellite companies  and their foreign partners and competitors as the American government considers easing enforcement of its stringent export controls during this time of geopolitical instability and economic depression.

· “Innovations and Opportunities:  Emerging Technologies and Dual-Use Applications for the Commercial and Government Sectors” – A progressive view into how the public and private sectors can work hand-in-hand to ensure national security and contribute to economic recovery by leveraging new technologies and employing innovative uses of existing technologies, transferring tools and know-how from one sector to the other. 

Registration

To register for the event or for more information on attending or exhibiting at ISCe 2003, visit www.isce.com or call +1-310-410-9191. 
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